
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IDAHO 

ARTICLE IX – EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LANDS 

SECTION 1. LEGISLATURE TO ESTABLISH SYSTEM OF FREE SCHOOLS. The 

stability of a republican form of government depending mainly upon the 

intelligence of the people, it shall be the duty of the legislature of Idaho, to 

establish and maintain a general, uniform and thorough system of public, free 

common schools. 

SECTION 2. BOARD OF EDUCATION. The general supervision of the state 

educational institutions and public school system of the state of Idaho, shall 

be vested in a state board of education, the membership, powers and duties 

of which shall be prescribed by law. The state superintendent of public 

instruction shall be ex officio member of said board. 

SECTION 3. PUBLIC SCHOOL PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUND TO REMAIN 

INTACT. The public school permanent endowment fund of the state shall 

forever remain inviolate and intact; the earnings of the public school 

permanent endowment fund shall be deposited into the public school 

earnings reserve fund and distributed in the maintenance of the schools of the 

state, and among the counties and school districts of the state in such manner 

as may be prescribed by law. No part of the public school permanent 

endowment fund principal shall ever be transferred to any other fund, or used 

or appropriated except as herein provided. Funds shall not be appropriated by 

the legislature from the public school earnings reserve fund except as follows: 

the legislature may appropriate from the public school earnings reserve fund 

administrative costs incurred in managing the assets of the public school 

endowment including, but not limited to, real property and monetary assets. 

The state treasurer shall be the custodian of these funds, and the same shall 

be securely and profitably invested as may be by law directed. As defined and 

prescribed by law, the state shall supply losses to the public school permanent 

endowment fund, excepting losses on moneys allocated from the public 

school earnings reserve fund. 

SECTION 4. PUBLIC SCHOOL PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUND DEFINED. The 

public school permanent endowment fund of the state shall consist of the 



proceeds from the sale of such lands as have heretofore been granted, or may 

hereafter be granted, to the state by the general government, known as 

school lands, and those granted in lieu of such; lands acquired by gift or grant 

from any person or corporation under any law or grant of the general 

government; and of all other grants of land or money made to the state from 

the general government for general educational purposes, or where no other 

special purpose is indicated in such grant; all estates or distributive shares of 

estates that may escheat to the state; all unclaimed shares and dividends of 

any corporation incorporated under the laws of the state; and all other grants, 

gifts, devises, or bequests made to the state for general educational purposes; 

and amounts allocated from the public school earnings reserve fund. Provided 

however, that proceeds from the sale of school lands may be deposited into a 

land bank fund to be used to acquire other lands within the state for the 

benefit of endowment beneficiaries. If those proceeds are not used to acquire 

other lands within a time provided by the legislature, the proceeds shall be 

deposited into the public school permanent endowment fund along with any 

earnings on the proceeds. 

SECTION 5. SECTARIAN APPROPRIATIONS PROHIBITED. Neither the 

legislature nor any county, city, town, township, school district, or other public 

corporation, shall ever make any appropriation, or pay from any public fund or 

moneys whatever, anything in aid of any church or sectarian or religious 

society, or for any sectarian or religious purpose, or to help support or sustain 

any school, academy, seminary, college, university or other literary or scientific 

institution, controlled by any church, sectarian or religious denomination 

whatsoever; nor shall any grant or donation of land, money or other personal 

property ever be made by the state, or any such public corporation, to any 

church or for any sectarian or religious purpose; provided, however, that a 

health facilities authority, as specifically authorized and empowered by law, 

may finance or refinance any private, not for profit, health facilities owned or 

operated by any church or sectarian religious society, through loans, leases, or 

other transactions. 

SECTION 6. RELIGIOUS TEST AND TEACHING IN SCHOOL PROHIBITED. No 

religious test or qualification shall ever be required of any person as a 

condition of admission into any public educational institution of the state, 



either as teacher or student; and no teacher or student of any such institution 

shall ever be required to attend or participate in any religious service 

whatever. No sectarian or religious tenets or doctrines shall ever be taught in 

the public schools, nor shall any distinction or classification of pupils be made 

on account of race or color. No books, papers, tracts or documents of a 

political, sectarian or denominational character shall be used or introduced in 

any schools established under the provisions of this article, nor shall any 

teacher or any district receive any of the public school moneys in which the 

schools have not been taught in accordance with the provisions of this article. 

SECTION 7. STATE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS. The governor, 

superintendent of public instruction, secretary of state, attorney general and 

state controller shall constitute the state board of land commissioners, who 

shall have the direction, control and disposition of the public lands of the 

state, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law. 

SECTION 8. LOCATION AND DISPOSITION OF PUBLIC LANDS. It shall be the 

duty of the state board of land commissioners to provide for the location, 

protection, sale or rental of all the lands heretofore, or which may hereafter be 

granted to or acquired by the state by or from the general government, under 

such regulations as may be prescribed by law, and in such manner as will 

secure the maximum long term financial return to the institution to which 

granted or to the state if not specifically granted; provided, that no state lands 

shall be sold for less than the appraised price. No law shall ever be passed by 

the legislature granting any privileges to persons who may have settled upon 

any such public lands, subsequent to the survey thereof by the general 

government, by which the amount to be derived by the sale, or other 

disposition of such lands, shall be diminished, directly or indirectly. The 

legislature shall, at the earliest practicable period, provide by law that the 

general grants of land made by congress to the state shall be judiciously 

located and carefully preserved and held in trust, subject to disposal at public 

auction for the use and benefit of the respective object for which said grants 

of land were made, and the legislature shall provide for the sale of said lands 

from time to time and for the sale of timber on all state lands and for the 

faithful application of the proceeds thereof in accordance with the terms of 

said grants; provided, that not to exceed one hundred sections of state lands 



shall be sold in any one year, and to be sold in subdivisions of not to exceed 

three hundred and twenty acres of land to any one individual, company or 

corporation. The legislature shall have power to authorize the state board of 

land commissioners to exchange granted or acquired lands of the state on an 

equal value basis for other lands under agreement with the United States, 

local units of government, corporations, companies, individuals, or 

combinations thereof. 

SECTION 9. COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOLS. The legislature may 

require by law that every child shall attend the public schools of the state, 

throughout the period between the ages of six and eighteen years, unless 

educated by other means, as provided by law. 

SECTION 10. STATE UNIVERSITY – LOCATION, REGENTS, TUITION, FEES AND 

LANDS. The location of the University of Idaho, as established by existing laws, 

is hereby confirmed. All the rights, immunities, franchises, and endowments, 

heretofore granted thereto by the territory of Idaho are hereby perpetuated 

unto the said university. The regents shall have the general supervision of the 

university, and the control and direction of all the funds of, and appropriations 

to, the university, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law. The 

regents may impose rates of tuition and fees on all students enrolled in the 

university as authorized by law. No university lands shall be sold for less than 

ten dollars per acre, and in subdivisions not to exceed one hundred and sixty 

acres, to any one person, company or corporation. 

SECTION 11. INVESTING PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUNDS. The permanent 

endowment funds other than funds arising from the disposition of university 

lands belonging to the state, may be invested in United States, state, county, 

city, village, or school district bonds or state warrants or other investments in 

which a trustee is authorized to invest pursuant to state law. 

 


