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OPINION
Letters to the editor

Valley deputies need more tools 
when facing active shooters
To the Editor: 

In response to the letter to the editor 
in The Star-News a couple of  weeks ago, 
regarding the purchase of  equipment for 
Sheriff ’s Deputies (“Change in leadership 
is needed for Valley County sheriff,” Oct 
22, 2020). I feel it necessary to explain to 
all of  you why this decision was made. 

My top priorities as the sheriff  is 
public safety, officer safety and being a 
good steward of  the monies allotted to 
me to provide public safety. Three times 
in the last 12 months our deputies have 
responded to calls involving armed sus-
pects with either shots fired or hostages 
reported taken or both. In each of  these 
situations’ deputies were confronted with 
suspects having superior fire power. 

Due to our remote location, deputies 
wait for extended periods of  time for ap-
propriate back-up to arrive from outside 
agencies. In a debriefing of  each of  these 
incidents we became aware of  the deputy’s 
inability to get proper sight picture of  the 
suspect in the dark. This put our deputies 
in danger as well as the hostage. 

We identified a need for improved 
equipment for each of  our deputies. The 
equipment we purchased is standard 
throughout the United States. We reached 
out to contacts within the industry, ex-
plained our situation and this allowed us 
to save the county taxpayers a significant 
amount of  money to get caught up on 
the upgrades of  current equipment and 
purchase some new equipment. 

Our command staff  comprised a 
proposal to purchase this much-needed 
equipment and had it approved by myself  
and the Valley County commissioners. 
This proposal included lights and non-
magnified sighting systems for each 
current rifle in our armory and four addi-
tional rifles with scopes with magnifying 
capabilities. 

These are needed to provide deputies 
with capabilities to wait for appropriate 
teams to arrive. All deputies have recently 
gone through an Idaho POST approved 
rifle school to assure familiarity and safe 
operations of  the new equipment. 

This training was provided for free of  
charge to Valley County Sheriff ’s Office 
due to our ongoing cooperative involve-
ment with local law enforcement agencies. 
They are continuing this type of  training 
on a regular basis, policy and procedure 
was in place prior to the deployment of  
this new equipment.

As the sheriff  of  Valley County, it is 
my duty to protect my constituents and 
all that visit Valley County. I also have a 
duty to supply the proper equipment to 
provide such protection. 

Our calls for service are on the rise in 
Valley County, we have been discovered 
by the outside world. The demographics 
are changing and we would love to keep 
our little private piece of  the world just 
the way it is.

Unfortunately, we must be realistic and 
understand that we have to make changes 
to meet the needs and expectations of  the 
public. We can’t keep our heads in the 
sand, we need to be prepared for what 
might happen. 

The equipment that is needed is ex-
pensive, but we went into this very well 
educated. We are providing the proper 
equipment and training for when the next 
event occurs. Sadly, it’s not a matter of  if  
it will happen, it’s a matter of  when. 

I am very aware that I may get some 
negative comments in regards to this, 
however that is part of  being the sheriff, 
you take the good with the bad and you 
have many sleepless nights. I have always 
taken the high road and have done the 
right thing amidst adversity and criticism. 

The safety of  the public and the safety 
of  the deputies and officers that serve this 
community should be high on everyone’s 
list of  priorities. The majority of  our 
equipment, such as vehicles and armor 
are dictated by liability. We cannot afford, 
nor should we be derelict in our duty to 
supply inadequate equipment to such an 
important job.

Thank you all for your patience and 
understanding. Remember our Valley 
County commissioner meetings are open 
to the public and the agendas are posted. I 
also have an open-door policy. If  you have 

questions just come in and ask.
Patti Bolen

Valley County Sheriff  

Political parties must protect      
a system of dissenting views
To the Editor:

The recent incident about theft and 
desecration of  a Biden-Harris campaign 
sign in McCall (“Stealing, burning, dump-
ing Biden sign does not show character,” 
Letters to the Editor, The Star-News, Oct. 
29, 2020) reminded me that every political 
party has adherents who do this kind of  
thing. 

I am a registered Independent, but in 
the early 2000s in Seattle I was a regis-
tered Republican and I ran for state office 
against a Democrat. I placed Republican 
campaign signs in my yard on Queen Anne. 

Awakened to noises outside several 
mornings before dawn, I looked out each 
time to see my campaign signs on fire. 
Someone had poured lighter fluid on the 
signs, and then torched them. This, in fact, 
occurred throughout the neighborhood 
several times with Republican signs dur-
ing the election cycle. 

In a multi-party system of  government 
like ours there will always be those who 
construe an opposing campaign as op-
pressive (whether it is or not), and they 
may react to campaign materials with 
contempt or even violence. 

The sober question each voter has 
to ask is: Does my party in its platform 
propose eradicating opposing parties, or 
does it protect a system that allows dis-
senting views?

Floyd (F.A.) Loomis
Donnelly

Hasbrouck thanks supporters    
for reelection to commission
To the Editor:

Thank you to all who supported me 
during my reelection to the commissioner 
position. A special thanks to the Republi-
can central committee for the great help 
with ads and putting out signs during the 
fall general election. 

I’m very grateful to be able to represent 
Valley County on the many sub-boards I’m 
on, including the Central District Board 
of  Health. Even though this board has 
been challenging with the mask mandate 
towards all of  us, I have gained valuable 
knowledge in the fight against the CO-
VID-19 virus. 

I’m looking forward to working with 
all the old and new elected officials and 
will strive to run our local government as 
efficient as possible. Thanks again. 

Elt Hasbrouck
Cascade

Coronavirus thanks those who 
make spreading to others easier 
To the Editor: 

I want to thank you but first let me 
introduce myself. You certainly know me 
although you may not have met me yet. 

I am the Novel Coronavirus which 
means that I’m new. I’m what’s happening. 
My great-great grandfather was born in 
the Fall of  2019, which is the reason that the 
illness that I cause is known as COVID-19. 

My official name is SARS CoV2. I 
come from an infamous family that has 
caused death and illness among humans 
in decades past.

But I digress. I’m thanking you for 
making your bodies available so that I can 
reproduce. Without your cells, I don’t have 
the capacity to copy myself  and my genetic 
offspring would perish from the Earth. 

Worldwide, and especially in the United 
States, you have generously made your 
cells available to my ancestors so that 
we could use their machinery to produce 
offspring by the billions. Please keep up 
the good work!

I am grateful when you assemble in 
large groups for parties and gatherings. 
That creates a target-rich environment, 
allowing me to spread as you get close 
enough to each other that I can ride from 
one to another on the vapors from your 
respiratory tract as you talk, laugh, shout, 
and sing. 

Oh, when in public, remember not to 
wear a mask. I get all tangled in the fibers 
of  the masks making movement much 
more difficult, if  not impossible. 

If  you must wear a mask to appear as 

though you care about others around you, 
be sure to wear it loosely and under your 
nose. That gives me a perfect escape hatch 
to jump ship. 

If  you get sick, don’t worry about it. 
You know that your illness will most likely 
be mild, or maybe not. Take a chance, 
live a little. 

Isolating in your house when you are 
sick is for scaredy cats. How am I going to 
get out and survive if  you stay at home? 

Don’t worry about washing your hands 
as frequently as you are told to. Your hands 
make a perfect vehicle for me to ride 
from contaminated surfaces that you’ve 
touched to your mouth, nose, or eyes, and 
voila, I’m in. 

Thanks a million for all the Halloween 
parties that you attended last month. That 
was perfect, and I’m gratified to see the 
results of  those get-togethers showing up 
as exploding numbers of  cases in Valley 
County.

Remember that Thanksgiving and 
Christmas are coming soon. Be sure to 
assemble in large groups then, as well. You 
know that you are getting tired of  having to 
deal with just the people in your “bubble.” 
They are really getting on your nerves. 

As I continue to spread and reproduce, 
your hospitals are becoming overwhelmed 
with my victims. This puts the provision 
of  all kinds of  healthcare, not just care for 
COVID19, at risk. Boy am I proud of  that!

I can’t thank you humans enough for 
all that you have done and have failed to 
do. It’s making life for me so much easier 
and more rewarding.

Keep up the good work. Signed: SARS 
CoV2 (aka the Novel Coronavirus)

The above message is not meant to be 
serious. It is meant to spotlight how our 
personal choices and behaviors support 
the spread of  this virus. 

Positive COVID-19 cases have signifi-
cantly increased in our community. You 
have a choice. Choose your loved ones, 
choose your community. 

Choose to limit interacting with those 
outside of  your household. Choose to wear 
a mask, watch your distance and wash 
your hands.

Gregory Irvine 
Chief  of  Staff

St Luke’s McCall Medical Center

Refusing to do your part during    
a pandemic is unpatriotic
To the Editor: 

Almost a year ago, a dangerous and 
deadly foe invaded our country. It came on 
two fronts, from Asia and from Europe. It 
has now killed almost a quarter million 
Americans, more than World War II, and 
the Korean and Vietnam wars combined. 
It has devastated our economy and over-
whelmed our healthcare system. 

A pandemic is a relentless enemy. One 
person who has the infection spreads it to 
two or three other susceptible people, and 
so it grows exponentially, every seven to 
10 days. First one, then more than 6,500 in 
two months and more than a million and 
a half  in two months more.

But it can be stopped. If  we can just 
reduce the infection rate, from three to 
less than one, it will exponentially go 
away. Reduce it to one out of  two people, 
two months reduces the million to less 
than 25. Two months more and it is gone. 
If  we had waged war effectively against 
the virus, it would be gone by now, as it 
is in Australia, New Zealand, Taiwan, 
Singapore and others.

How do we reduce the infection rate? 
Simple, we wear masks, stay at least six 
feet apart as we travel around, avoid 
large groups of  people, wash our hands, 
quarantine if  we are exposed, isolate if  
we are infected. When a vaccine becomes 
available, if  we get it, that will help, too.

Some people have the attitude that they 
personally are not at high risk of  getting 
it and if  they do, they are not likely to get 
very sick or die, so it is not their problem. 
Imagine if  an army felt that unless they 
were on the front lines, they shouldn’t be 
bothered doing anything for the war effort. 

In world wars, America has tradition-
ally pulled together, bought war bonds, 
collected scrap metal and raised victory 
gardens. A pandemic is a global battle, 
and refusing to do your part is simply 
unpatriotic. 

It is time people who refuse to follow 
See LETTERS, Page 5

BY JEFF CANFIELD	
We are the Payette Endowment Lands 

Alliance, a new grassroots organization 
working to conserve and protect the Idaho 
endowment lands located in the McCall 
area. 

These lands, constituting approximately 
28,000 acres of  the 100,000 acres in the Idaho 
Department of  Land’s Payette Lakes Super-
visory Area, surround Payette Lake and 
extend out from there in every direction. 

Currently, under state constitutional 
authority, the Idaho Land Board holds 
these lands in trust for designated benefi-
ciaries, primarily K-12 public education. 
We envision a future where the McCall 
area endowment lands and their ecosystem 
are protected and enhanced in perpetuity 
while generating revenue for the Idaho 
Endowment Trust.  

It has become clear that the McCall area 
endowment lands are at risk of  being sold 
or traded to private interests. For example, 
Trident Holdings LLC has expressed 
interest in acquiring these lands for de-
velopment, and it is likely that numerous 
other companies will submit applications 
to the IDL to acquire specific parcels of  
endowment lands. 

Why is this concerning? This land is 
owned by Idaho trust beneficiaries and man-

aged by IDL. Trading or selling it off  to the 
highest bidder could come at the long-term 
expense of  these beneficiaries. 

Also, if  these lands are privatized, gates 
will go up and the public should expect to 
lose access to them forever. Lastly, loss of  
the McCall endowment lands is a statewide 
issue. If  big money can buy these lands, it 
can happen to endowment lands all over 
the state. 

The long-term values of  the McCall area 
endowment lands for the trust beneficiaries 
go far beyond their present dollar value. 
These lands provide a buffer around the 
lake and protect its water quality, which 
in turn enhances the value of  the lands. 
These lands also provide viewsheds, wildlife 
habitat, and recreation, generating valu-
able tourism revenue and tax dollars that 
indirectly benefit public education. 

These endowment lands are critical for 
the health and survival of  our ecosystem 
and consequently must be protected for the 
beneficiaries and the citizens of  Idaho who 
can continue to enjoy them as they have 
since statehood. 

So what can the public do? Although the 
land board has the authority to decide the 
fate of  endowment lands without public 
input, the public can attend the monthly 
land board meetings virtually or in person 

and provide comments by email or mail 
prior to the meetings. 

The next land board meeting is Nov. 17 
at the Capitol in Boise. Agenda items are 
expected to include an update by the IDL 
of  a draft strategic plan for McCall Area 
endowment lands and a presentation by 
Trident Holdings.

The public can provide comments about 
the items presented at the Nov. 17 meeting 
by writing to the Land Board and IDL prior 
to the subsequent meeting on Dec.15. More 
information can be found on the IDL website 
at: https://www.idl.idaho.gov/about-us/
land-board.

PELA supports forming a coalition to 
work together with the City of  McCall, 
Valley County, Ponderosa State Park, and 
IDL to find pathways to keep the state lands 
open to the public, ecologically healthy and 
protective of  the lake and the watershed 
while helping the state generate “long-term 
financial returns” for the trust beneficia-
ries. This would be a “win-win.”

Currently, PELA is strategizing and 
collaborating with state and local officials, 
conservation organizations, and local 
people. To learn more about what we are 
doing, please visit our website that provides 
information and resources, including how 
to support PELA. The website address is 

pelamccall.com. PELA’s mailing address 
is P.O. Box 2351, McCall, ID 83638.

Over the past several months PELA has 
been contacted by many people. What has 
struck us most are the passionate feelings 
everyone has for this area. 

Whether they were talking about crouch-
ing under a ponderosa in the rain to watch 
the mergansers playing and diving in the 
lake, hanging out with friends on the cliffs 
to watch the sunset, or taking their chil-
dren to see the first spring flowers on the 
south facing slopes above Little Lake, all 
were verifying the joy in connecting to the 
natural world. 

When trying to articulate the values 
of  these experiences it’s difficult to speak 
in the monetary terms the state demands. 
You can’t say listening to the song of  the 
creek as you lie on the granite rocks above 
Lake Fork Creek was worth $50,000, but at 
that moment what it did for your heart was 
worth everything.

(Jeff  Canfied is a board member of  
Payette Endowment Lands Alliance. 
Other board members are Lea’ Albright, 
Judy Anderson, Melissa Coriell, Debbie 
Fereday, Jenn Gray, Julie Manning, 
Jeffrey Mousseau, Amy Rush, Douglas 
Smith, Dr. Darby Webb and Dr. Thomas 
Welty.)

V I E W P O I N T

Keep state lands open to the public and ecologically healthy
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Where federal 
dollars are put 
to good use
(for once)

Examples of  wasteful spending 
by the federal government are 
easy to find. There was the time 
the National Science Foundation 
received $856,000 to conduct a study 
to see if  it is possible to train lions 
to walk on a treadmill. And, the 
U.S. Air Force Office of  Scientific 
Research conducted a study which 
determined that the first bird 
on earth most likely had black 
feathers. But the $20 million that 
is about to be spent by the Forest 
Service on the Payette and Boise 
national forests will be money well 
spent. 

The forests are to receive the 
$20 million over the next five 
years to fund large-scale forest 
health projects under the federal 
Collaborative Forest Landscape 
Restoration Program. These 
projects designate large swaths of  
forest that need work in several 
areas. They are overgrown with 
timber and brush that can fuel a 
wildfire, have old logging roads 
that put sediment into streams, 
and have difficulty supporting 
populations of  wildlife and fish. 
The grants will pay for logging, 
brush clearing, prescribed burns, 
removal of  roads and making the 
forest friendlier to deer, elk and 
fish. Besides making the forests 
healthier, they also will provide 
jobs for people to cut the trees and 
do the other work.

The best part is that these 
projects will actually get done 
because they will be planned as 
part of  a collaborative process 
with the Payette Forest Coalition 
and the Boise Forest Coalition. 
The members of  the coalitions are 
made up of  representatives from 
the timber, ranching and recreation 
industries as well as conservation 
groups and others who have an 
interest in how national forests 
are managed. These groups have 
operated successfully for years 
to work out differences before 
decisions are made and contracts 
are let. They have proven their 
worth and the result has been 
hundreds of  thousands of  acres of  
healthier forests.

So the next time you shake 
your head when you read the U.S. 
National Institutes of  Health 
funded a $592,527 study to explain 
why chimpanzees throw their feces, 
don’t think all of  your tax dollars 
are going to waste. They are being 
put to good use in your own back 
yard. 


